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opposed that of Venice in the little state of Imola, where at
length a battle was fought in which the Venetian army was
defeated. After which, in April 1468, a peace was concluded,
as the result of which Florence gained a much coveted addi-
tion to her territory, viz., the town of Sarzana and the for-
tress of Sarzanello. This was followed in August of the same
yeai by a short but very successful campaign, in which
Floience, assisted by Naples and Urbino, opposed the Pope
and prevented him from seizing upon the small state of
Rimini. By these successes Piero still further strengthened
the position of his family in Florence.

These vaiious troubles having been overcome, the year
1469, the last year of Piero Js life, was one of peace and fes-
tivities. His son Lorenzo was now nineteen, and his second
son Giuliano fifteen, and in February 1469 these two young
Medici organised a splendid tournament which they intended
should be the inauguration of a lighter and more festive life
than the somewhat sombre one which their father's ill health
and the political troubles of the last few years had made cus-
tomary. It was held in order to celebrate Lorenzo's betrothal
to Clarice Orsini, the Roman bride who had been selected for
him by his mother, Lucrezia Tornabuoni, whose letters from
Rome to her husband Piero describing the young lady's
appearance are still preserved. Clarice Orsini, at this time
sixteen, also writes letters to Lorenzo conveying various polite
greetings; while she complains to a friend that "Lorenzo is
so greatly occupied with this jousting" that he does not find
time to write to her often enough. By her anxiety and depres-
sion for several days "on account of the tilting," and her
relief when she heard it was over without mishap to Lorenzo,
we are reminded that a tournament was not merely a splendid
show, but that wounds and death were always possible in the
course of it.5 It is evident that Clarice's abilities were not of a
very high order, and that her education fell considerably below
that customary in the family she was about to enter which she